Food security: Swiss cooperation rises to a global challenge by unknown
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Empowering women
In rural areas, particularly in sub-Saharan 
Africa, women perform 60 to 80 % 
of the agricultural work and provide 
almost half of the work needed to 
feed their families. The SDC considers 
women vital partners in development, 
hence its commitment to building the 
technical capacities of women farm-
ers, helping them to diversify, as well 
as raising their income. The SDC also 
supports several grassroots women’s 
organisations.
 Burkina Faso : Since the early 1990s, 
30,000 farmers, 70 % of whom are 
women, have benefited from var-
ied training dispensed as part of 
the ADELE programme, which was 
jointly launched by the SDC and the 
Burkina Faso government.
 Mali : In a country where irrigation is 
an intractable problem, some 6,000 
famil ies have seen their income 
rise by 15 % as the result of better 
water management, the introduction 
of infrastructures to improve crop 
yields, participatory research on ani-
mal breeds and plant varieties that 
are more profitable and better suited 
to local conditions, as well as the 
expansion of the agricultural sector, 
including the development of newer 
areas l ike market gardening and 
mango production. These positive 
results have empowered women and 
strengthened their role as managers 
of the household budget.
International agreements and regu-
lations : essential policy levers
The SDC strives to ensure that an ena-
bling environment for food security is 
in place in developing countries. It is 
also a committed donor to key multi-
lateral institutions, including the World 
Food Programme (WFP), the Inter-
national Fund for Agricultural Devel-
opment (IFAD), the World Bank, the 
Regional Development Banks, the UN 
funds and programmes and, last but 
not least, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO). In its priority countries, the SDC 
also helps local councillors, farmers’ 
organisations and NGOs comply with 
rules and incentives governing the 
measured and sustainable utilisation of 
land, water and forests.
Unlike a great many other cooperation agencies, the Swiss Agency for Devel-
opment and Cooperation (SDC) has unstintingly supported agriculture in the 
South. In late 2008, the SDC stepped up its efforts to eradicate hunger and pov-
erty with the launch of a Global Programme on Food Security. The Programme’s 
mission is to support innovative food security initiatives and partnerships.
Research and training : results that 
make a difference
One of the Swiss Development Coop-
eration’s investment priorities is agri-
cultural research and training centres 
that meet smallholders’ needs while 
taking into account the constraints 
of their environment. The SDC sup-
ports programmes and projects which 
respect and value traditional practices 
and local know-how. Together with its 
partners, the Swiss Development Coop-
eration has laid the foundations for 
an international platform aiming at 
strengthening rural advisory services in 
developing countries.
 Laos : The launch of a rice research pro-
gramme, the planting of more produc-
tive rice varieties and the training of 
researchers and extension advisers 
enabled the country to achieve food 
self-sufficiency in 2006, despite the 
high population growth rate. Until 
the 1990s, domestic rice production 
barely covered 50 % of demand. Yet, 
in less than 15 years, rice production 
in Laos has risen from 1.5 to 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes.
 North Korea : The Swiss Development 
Cooperation, together with the Euro-
pean Union and North Korean gov-
ernment institutes, pro vided support 
for biological pest control. This pro-
gramme has in creased cabbage yields 
by 40 % and currently optimises the 
yield from 200,000 hectares of corn 
fields, benefiting over 1.5 million con-
sumers in a country beset by chronic 
malnutrition.
A warning for the international community
In 2007 and 2008, the price of cereals and staple foods soared, a crisis 
that was deepened further by the subsequent global financial crash. As a 
result, an additional 200 million people found themselves joining the ranks 
of the undernourished. The number of people going hungry topped the 
one billion mark and the vulnerability and interdependence of the North 
and the South were brutally exposed. These twin crises, which followed 
several decades of chronic underinvestment in agriculture and rural deve-
lopment, hit the developing world hardest. The emergence of new glo-
bal challenges, such as climate change, mounting commercial pressure on 
land, the rising demand for biofuels, demographic growth and changing 
consumer behaviour, have served only to compound the problem.
The global food security crisis sounded a warning shot. Governments and 
international organisations have intensified their coordination to boost 
public and private investment in food security, to support smallholders in 
the developing world and to ensure that all countries fully recognise the 
universal right to food. Hunger may be a global challenge, but it is a sur-
mountable one.
The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
leverages its strengths in the fight for food security
In 2010, one 
person in six is 
undernourished 
and lives in 
extreme poverty
Supporting sustainable and self-suffi-
cient family farming
The SDC supports smallholders in the 
least developed countries. It focuses its 
efforts on agricultural food crops with 
a view to increasing food production 
and thereby lessening the vulnerability 
of the local population to fluctuating 
prices. The use of optimised and con-
stantly adapted production and market-
ing techniques will enable rural families 
(crop farmers, l ivestock farmers and 
fishermen) to improve their livelihood 
in the long term, provided that natural 
resources are managed in a sustainable 
manner.
 Peru : the SDC-backed promotion of 
native species of potato has allowed 
400 producers to triple their income 
since 2001, from USD 721 to USD 
2,058, benefiting around 3,000 peo-
ple as a result. New finished goods, 
such as potato crisps, purées and 
soups, offer better and wider access 
to fast-moving markets with higher 
value-added.
 Mongolia : Swiss Cooperation support 
enabled one quarter of farmers across 
the country to plant potato varieties 
capable of withstanding the country’s 
harsh climate, which in turn increased 
crop yields by 30 %.
 East Africa : thanks to the SDC-backed 
corn and bean programmes, over 500,000 
farming families now enjoy a better diet 
and a higher income. The cornerstones 
of these programmes are South-South 
knowledge transfer, the sustainable use 
of resources, easier access to both credit 
and more resistant seeds, as well as the 
development of local markets.
Definition of food
security
Food security is a situation 
in which all people at all 
times have physical, social 
and economic access 
to sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food to meet 
their dietary needs and 
food preferences for an 
active and healthy life. Food 
security is built on four 
pillars : availability, access, 
utilisation and stability.
Swiss international cooperation
Within the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs, the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation (SDC) 
implements, in coordination with other 
federal offices including the State 
Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO), 
Swiss development cooperation policy 
and Swiss humanitarian aid. Its primary 
mission is poverty reduction. NGOs, the 
private sector, and research institutes are 
other key players in Swiss international 
cooperation.
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Food security
Swiss Cooperation rises 
to a global challenge
In multilateral institutions, the SDC 
Global Programme on Food Security is 
committed to ensuring that agricultural 
research for development and in partic-
ular the Consultative Group on Inter-
national Agricultural Research (CGIAR) 
are able to meet both current and 
future food requirements. One of its 
key partners, the International Fund 
for Agricultural Development (IFAD), is 
mandated to enable poor rural people 
to overcome poverty.
The Global Programme focuses on selec-
ted critical challenges, such as :
 Land governance : the Programme 
backs initiatives to secure the access 
of smallholders and the rural poor 
to land and natural resources. It also 
encourages the inclusion of social and 
environmental criteria that favour the 
food security of the rural poor in regu-
lations governing biofuel production.
 Degradation of natural resources : 
the Programme spurs ef for t s  to 
prevent soil degradation and pro-
motes farming methods that are 
adapted to cl imate change. I t  is 
commit ted to ensuring that the 
livestock sector adopts sustainable 
practices that favour not only the 
environment but also public health 
and food security.
 Strengthening family farming : 
the Programme fo l lows on from 
ex i s t ing  ac t i v i t i e s  that  s eek  to 
increase produc t i v i t y  and ra i se 
incomes by backing research insti-
tutions and providers of rural advi-
sory services. It builds the capaci-
t ies of farmers’ organisations at 
regional and international levels so 
that they can increase their influ-
ence in international food security 
discussions.
 Smallholders, rural workers, livestock 
farmers and fishermen account for 80 % 
of the world’s undernourished. The 
remaining 20 % live in urban areas.
 It is highly unlikely that all countries 
achieve the first of the 8 Millennium 
Development Goals, namely halving the 
proportion of people who suffer from 
hunger by 2015.
 By 2050, agriculture, fishing and live-
stock farming will have to feed an addi-
tional two billion people from already 
overexploited natural resources.
 Households in industrialised countries 
spend less than 15 % of their budget 
on food compared to over 50 % among 
households in developing countries.
 Between 1987 and 2005, international deve-
lop ment aid for agriculture plunged from 
USD 11.5 billion to USD 3.9 billion.
Some key facts to rememberThe Global Programme – a promising addition to SDC efforts SDC contributions
In 2009, the SDC set aside CHF 221 million 
for food security efforts :
 CHF 108 million went on bilateral 
measures and CHF 91 million on 112 
SDC projects. An important share of 
these funds goes to Swiss NGOs ;
 CHF 55 million for multilateral deve-
lop ment organisations ;
 CHF 45 million for the World Food 
Programme (WFP) ;
 CHF 13 million for multilateral inter-
national agricultural research.
New developments that are endangering 
the planet
 Climate change is accelerating beyond 
expectations. In 2006, it led to a 6.9 % drop in 
world cereal production.
 In the South commercial pressure is mount-
ing on arable land, threatening the livelihoods 
of the local communities.
 The sustained rise in demand for biofuels 
means that food and energy now compete for 
the same feedstock.
 Urban demographic growth is an increasing 
drain on rural communities. In 2008, and for 
the first time in history, the world had more 
urban residents than rural residents.
 Consumer behaviour, particularly in emerg-
ing countries, changes rapidly. Competition 
between different types of products and their 
consumers intensify. For example, increased 
consumption of meat and milk necessitates the 
increased production of feed crops.
Additional information
http://www.deza.admin.ch/en/Dossiers/Dossier_
Food_Security
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 3003 Berne, 
phone +41 31 322 30 78
info@deza.admin.ch, www.sdc.admin.ch
